
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 1 (Part 1) 
The first verse of Matthew’s gospel gives us a preview of Matthew’s purpose and objective for writing. He will report stories from 
the life of Jesus as well as record a large collection of Jesus’ teaching.  Through these stories and commands, Matthew is 
showing that Jesus is the Messiah - the promised descendant of Abraham and David, the fathers of two of the great covenants of 
Scripture. 
 
Scholars have suggested that because of how focused Matthew is on connecting the life and ministry of Jesus with the 
expectations and promises of the Hebrew Scriptures (aka the Old Testament), it’s possible that his initial audience was primarily 
Jewish.  But, as we highlighted last time, his gospel is not just for the Jewish people, it is for all people because the central 
theme and figure of his work is Jesus the Messiah, the son of Abraham and David who Almighty God has sent to be the savior of the 
world.  
 
Matthew’s gospel begins with a genealogy.  A genealogy is a listing of biological relatives and was an important tool in Hebrew 
culture.  You couldn’t become a worker in the temple just because you wanted to be or you were a holy person - it was required 
that you were related to Levi.  To be a priest you had to be related to Aaron.  To be a king in Jerusalem you had to be related to 
David.  Property and land was passed down generationally and so knowing your family tree was important both practically and 
spiritually. 
 
In addition, Matthew use of the word “genealogy” is well placed at the start of his gospel because it is the Greek word 
“γένεσις” (gen-e-sis) - his biography of Jesus isn’t just starting in a manger in Bethlehem or in a synagogue in Nazareth but 
from is rooted in the eternal redemption promises of God made to Abraham and David. 
 
Matthew 1:1 
 

Jesus is the Hebrew name Yeshua which is equivalent to Joshua - and the name means “Yahweh saves”.   
 
Messiah is an English transliteration of the Hebrew word “mashiach” which means “anointed”.  The anointed ones in the Old 
Testament were the Priests and Kings who upon their inauguration would have oil poured on their heads signifying holiness 
and them being set apart by God.  Over time, an expectation grew that the savior of God’s chosen people, Israel, would be 
“the messiah” (Hebrew: ha mashiach) - the anointed one of God.  Matthew tells us that his opening verses are to give the 
genealogy of Jesus The Messiah who was related to David and Abraham.  
 
For anyone new to the Bible that may not jump out as significant, yet for those who are familiar with the Biblical story 
thus far, those relatives are both significant and critical.  One cannot be “the messiah” and not be a descendant of David, 
nor can one be the promised savior of Israel and the world if not a descendant of Abraham.  Jesus is both and Matthew is 
going to show us how we got to that conclusion. 
 
Before we read the genealogy, it is important to note that Matthew does not list every single relative from Abraham to Jesus 
but lists two groups of 14.  Here is a note as to why this may be: 
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“Matthew does not mean all the generations that had lived during those times but “all” that he included in his list (for he 
evidently skipped some, such as three generations between Joram and Uzziah/Azariah in v. 8…Perhaps for ease of 
memorization, or perhaps for literary or symbolic symmetry, Matthew structures the genealogy to count 14 generations from 
each major section…Matthew may have drawn from 1 Chronicles 3:10–14, since both genealogies omit several kings found in 
the narrative of Kings and Chronicles. Omitting names in a genealogy was common to make for ease of memorization.” (ESV 
Study Bible on Matthew 1:6-17) 

 
Matthew 1:1-5 - Abraham To Jesse 
 
Q - Do any of these names stand out to you? If so, who and why? 
 

This portion of the genealogy begins with Abraham and his children (Isaac and Jacob aka Israel) which is described in the 
book of Genesis and continues through the time of the Exodus and Judges, ending just before David becomes king. 

 
Abrahamic Promise - The summary of God’s covenant promise to Abraham is this - God would bless and care for Abraham’s 
descendants (which will be abundant and numerous), and that they would inherit the earth/land.  This promise puts right the 
break that occurred in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve lost their authority over God’s creation, would die and were 
cursed.   

 
Adam and Eve lost the earth, would die and were cursed. 
Abraham would inherit the earth, have innumerable descendants and was blessed. 
 
 This can be read in Genesis 12-17 and 22 
 
Matthew 1:6-11 - Jesse to Babylon 
 
Q - Do any of these names stand out to you? If so, who and why? 
 

This section of names relates to the time of the kingdom of David.  David’s descendants would rule from Jerusalem in a united 
kingdom and then as the kingdom of Judah during the time of Solomon’s son Rehoboam. This dynasty would continue until the 
days when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon would destroy Jerusalem and exile her citizens to Babylon.  This defeat was 
God’s judgment upon his people for their sin and rejection of Him. 

 
Davidic Promise - The summary of God’s covenant promise to David is this - one of his descendants would rule on his throne in 
Jerusalem, forever.  This promise puts right the break that occurred in the Garden of Eden as well.  Adam, the first human 
created by God, was given dominion over the earth (under God) and they lost that position when they sinned.  Through the Davidic 
Covenant, David’s descendant would rule over the earth forever and would not only be David’s son, he would be God’s son. 
 
Adam lost dominion over the earth. 
David, through his promised heir, would be given the authority over the earth again. 
 

This can be read in 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17 
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Matthew 1:12-16 - Babylon To Jesus 
 
Q - Do any of these names stand out to you? If so, who and why? 
 

This last grouping of names covers the last period of the Old Testament story, after the kingdom of Judah, once ruled by 
David, is judged through exile to Babylon for 70 years.  After the 70 years the return to Jerusalem as God promised but a 
shell of the former glory of the day of David’s reign.  Even so, God is working. 

 
Messianic Promise - Ultimately inheriting the earth and having a righteous king ruling is not enough to restore all that was 
lost due to sin in Eden.  Humanity needed something else to restore the most important part of God’s original intention - our 
relationship with Him.  Jesus comes in Matthew’s gospel not to take over the world and rule as king, but to die for the sins of the 
world so that men and women could be a part of the glorious restoration plan in the end. 

 
Adam sinned and polluted the holy union with God. 
Jesus never sins but rather dies for the sins of the world to offer forgiveness and reco\nciliation with God for all who believe. 
 
This is the story we are going to read in Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
Matthew 1:17 - 14 Generations 
 
One of the most striking takeaways from this genealogy is how it is filled with so many imperfect people.  Of course all humans 
have sinned but just think how listed in the lineage of the Messiah we have liars (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and murderers 
(David), former prostitutes (Rahab) and foreigners (Rahab and Ruth).  We have good kings (Hezekiah, Asa, Jehoshaphat and Josiah) 
and bad kings (Manasseh and Jeconiah).  We have well known heroes (David) and unknowns (Abihul).  And then just before the name 
of the Messiah is written we meet his father, Joseph, a relatively unknown blue collar worker from an unremarkable town called 
Nazareth. All related to Jesus the Messiah. 
 
And all of this leads us to him!  Twists and turns, good names and bad names, good days and bad days - stories of amazing 
things and stories of abhorrent things - and then we arrive at last and meet Jesus. 
 
This genealogy is easy for many of us to skip over and run through as we plod through the reading of foreign and strange names 
- but this genealogy is not just giving legal and hereditary facts about Jesus - it’s a picture of the human journey to Jesus. 
 
Genealogy of Matthew is not an annoyance, nor monotonous nor cumbersome. It’s a testimony of God's love. 
 
Because Matthew’s genealogy is not just a boring list of names, it’s a list of people.  And the reason why they’re in the Bible is 
because God cares about people.  And it’s not just a list of people, it’s a list of people with names - because these people’s names 
are known by God!  And yours is too.  And no matter what twists and turns your life has traveled and no matter what your past 
has been, God is working in the world and in your life to lead you to Jesus too. 
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